GERMAN POLITICAL PARTIES

and relatively in the 1949 election, is the party of the Protestant
middle and upper class. It is capitalistic, anticlerical, and cen-
tralistic. In the course of the election campaign it joined forces
with such extremist movements as the National Democratic
party. As a consequence its parliamentary delegation is a mix-
ture of liberals and conservative nationalists, with the latter
predominating.

The two mass center parties, the Christian Democrats and the
Social Democrats, have suffered comparative losses in strength
in the course of the last two years. There has been a movement
away from the CDU on the part of Protestant elements* The
dominance of the right-wing CDU which successfully moved the
party away from its earlier mildly welfare and collectivistic out-
look has provoked sharp dissatisfaction among the Catholic left-
It is on the whole likely that in the future the Catholic party
will begin to look more and more like its Weimar manifestation.
The general point, however, should not be overlooked that
western Germany is substantially more of a Catholic country
than Germany as a whole, so that any party which is able to
gain the support of the Catholic population will play a greater
role in western Germany than did the Zentrum in the Weimar
Republic.

Despite its weaknesses, its internal tensions, and its depend-
ence on the church for effective organization, the CDU has the
potential of a moderate, republican movement of considerable
size. It is capable of responding in a welfare direction under the
pressure of an active left-wing Catholic leadership. While it may
not be a democratic movement in the American or British sense
of the term, it is certainly a European movement and can com-
municate ideologically with the other Catholic parties on the
Continent.

The CDU, the Social Democratic party, and one or two
smaller moderate movements, or wings of other parties, com-
mand a very substantial majority of the West German votes.
It is a mistake to understress this fact and to overstress the ex-
tremes, as some of us do. If the moderate republican center is
disunited and in conflict, the same is at least as true of the right.
And I fail to follow the reasoning of those who argue that the
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